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We have so many reasons to praise God and so many things to pray for; I 

want to start with that in this Pen! 

 Please pray for Macey (grade 10).  She is currently in ICU at Hopkins with 

internal bleeding.  She has fought so hard for so long.  Please pray for 

stamina, for a clear plan from the doctors and for strength for her parents 

and sister (Lilly– grade 8). 

 Praise God for the birth of several new babies:    

Henry Andrew Valkenburg (brother of William-kindergarten) 7 lbs. 3 ozs. 

Emma Richardson– daughter of former 4th grade teacher, Jenni Richardson– 

6 lbs. 7 ozs. 

Rebecca Dell Metz (sister of Matthew - (3rd), Zachary- (1st) and Benjamin 

(kindergarten)- 7 lbs 14 ozs. 

Tife Okedara- (sister of Tiw a– fourth) - 8 lbs. 6ozs. 

 Please pray for the Cherel family. (Parents of Donald– 4th and Daniel– 

1st)  Donnie and Melissa are expecting twin girls. The original diagno-

sis from the doctor was a bleak one.  One baby had hydrops and her 

survival was doubtful.  Here is what Melissa just sent us: “Donnie 

and I were certainly blessed today at the doctors.  We had our 

20 week anatomy scan and baby A, Grace, looks good and the 

doctors said they were surprised to announce baby B, Eliza-

beth, no longer has Hydrops!  I know the doctors were 

shocked, but we just smiled, cried happy tears and thanked 

The Lord.  It was a total miracle!!!  This rarely happens.  So the 

fear of losing Elizabeth has now subsided.  The doctors believe 

we will be bring home 2 sweet girls from the hospital.  They 

are pretty sure Elizabeth has some type of chromosomal ab-

normality because she doesn’t have a nasal bone and her feet 

are clubbed.  So please keep those prayers coming!  We are 

just so happy for life after such a grim prognosis.   

 Continue to pray for Mitch (7th) who now has the flu in addition to 

rheumatoid arthritis and CVID.  Pray for his mom also who has recent-

ly been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 Staff members are being diligent about having children wash their 

hands frequently.  Thank you all for following our protocol and keeping 

children who aren’t feeling well at home. 

 Please pray for Lisa Brown (Mom of Joshua– 7th, Caleb– 6th, Silas– 

4th, Matthias– 1st) She will be having back surgery on February 9th. 

You might have noticed him in one of the 

classes where there are seventh grad-

ers...or maybe seen him sitting at the lunch 

table.  He is very quiet much of the time 

but he communicates clearly.  He is very 

small (only about a foot tall).  Sometimes 

there is a blue light on the top of his head 

and sometimes a red one.  Who is this 

strange NCCS student? 

He is an Avitar given to Mitch A. by the 

company No Isolation.  New Covenant is 

one of 5 schools in the U.S.A. that is testing 

this wonderful invention.  Mitch can control 

it from home, look at things the teachers 

write on the board and participate in class 

discussions.   

Being stuck at home is lonely.  The mission 

of this Norwegian company is to “Create 

tailored communication tools to put an 

end to loneliness.” 

As you pray for Mitch, please pray that 

this test works and the company can ful-

fill their vision. 

When Mitch and Macey are feeling better, 

visitors, cards, texts and 

calls will be much appre-

ciated! 

 

                  

 

                     This is our friend Mitch 2.0 



What has happened to my child? 

As most of you know, I spend most of my time now at the Grammar 

School.  Children walk happily into the building.  Parents are pleased 

with what they see and hear and happy when they visit classrooms.  

The children enjoy coming to school and look forward to seeing their 

teachers and their classmates.  Some of the little ones even love doing 

homework! 

Upper School students present a much different picture.  They enjoy 

lunch time and after-school events.  They love supporting our various 

sports teams but the idea of coming to school is not appealing to most 

of them.  The excellent education being offered is the same.  The 

teachers at NCCS are caring and committed profes-

sionals.  The classrooms look inviting.  What hap-

pens between seventh grade and eighth?  What is 

the difference?   

Here is what research says: 

 Because of their insecurity and their new hor-
mones, early adolescents have a tendency to overreact to every-
thing. 

 13 year-olds tend to take everything personally and in the worst 
possible light. 

 Mood swings are also brought on by hormones and social anxieties 
and insecurities. 

 The importance of social acceptance also leads to an over-
emphasis on physical appearance. 

 The acceptance and praise from the teacher is not as important to 
the child as their peers’ acceptance.   

 Students are not as self-motivated in school. 

 Fatigue, laziness, and mood swings can lead to uncooperative and 
unproductive behavior at home. 

Normally I try to keep my articles in the Pen encouraging. Believe it or 

not, that is what I am trying to do here!  Please know, Moms and 

Dads, Grandparents, Aunts and Uncles that dissatisfaction with school, 

with their friends and family and with the world around them is per-

fectly normal for adolescents.  When the eyes roll or the attitude is 

miserable, the beauty of all this information is the confidence that God 

is in control.  He has designed every child in His image and He does 

everything perfectly!  You can know that “this too will pass” and they 

will emerge toward the end of their sophomore year as people who 

once again begin enjoying the world around them.  Encouraged by 

their teachers and their parents, they will begin seeing things in a 

more positive light.   

The Gospel coalition had an excellent article about Spir-

itual Practices common to kids who flourish as adults. 

One statement from this January 22nd article resonat-

ed with me: 

“For decades now, many Christians have as-

sumed that certain church programs are the 

key factors in a child’s spiritual development: 

Vacation Bible School, youth group activities, 

Sunday school, and so on. But the research 

study shows that these programs make an im-

pact when they are connected to consistent 

habits of prayer, Bible reading, praise, and 

service. It’s the culture of the family and 

church, and that they integrate children and 

young people into spiritual disciplines, not the 

how that matters most .” 

Please take the time to read this excellent arti-

cle. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/

parents-take-note-spiritual-practices-common-kids-

flourish-adults/ 

One of the best resources for parents is Focus on the Family.  

You have probably heard them on Christian radio.  Did you 

know that they also have an engaging website?  Here is a link 

appropriate for parents of children of all ages. 

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting 

Kevin Leman is a Christian child psy-

chologist who has written more than 

fifty books.  Through the years I have 

recommended many of them. On my 

way home from work the other day I 

heard an interview with him on the top-

ic of “Game plans for raising well be-

haved children” He is so funny and so 

wise!  My favorite book of his is Making 

your Children Mind Without Losing 

Yours.  Parents of young children are 

sometimes overwhelmed.  Take time to 

learn some practical discipline tech-

niques from Dr. Leman. 

Here is a recent quote: 

 “We have seen the enemy, and 

they are small. They’re unionized. The 

‘ankle-biter battalion’ is on the move, 

so you better have a game plan.”   

You can hear a recording of that great 

interview at: 

http://jimdaly.focusonthefamily.com/making-

children-mind-without-losing/ 

 Our annual Pancake breakfast (The February Flip) 

will be held on Saturday, February 17th .  This is a 

great morning of good food prepared by our 3rd 

grade Dads.  It is a fun morning for friends of all ag-

es.  Come and join us.  9AM-11AM  
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Each year we have a Spiritual Emphasis Week at our Upper School. January 29th through February 
2nd was a chance for our students to be immersed in Scripture. Each day began with homeroom 
followed by a talk from a local pastor or invited speaker.  Follow up questions and discussions took 
place in small groups and related to the day’s talk.  Pastor Nick Hathaway did a wonderful job of 
organizing this year’s week with the theme The Beautiful Character of Christ.  Through the study of 
scripture, students learned how Jesus interacted with each group of individuals.   

Monday: "Jesus with the Opposite Gender" (Matthew 15:21-28 John 4 John 12 etc.)- Nicholas Hath-
away 

 Tuesday:  "Jesus with Enemies"- (Matthew 23:37-39) Kurt Scharping 

 Wednesday: "Jesus with Friends" (John 15:12-17) - Stuart Jones 

 Thursday:    "Jesus with the Downtrodden" (Luke 6:36-50) – Jason Van Bemmel  

 Friday:  "Jesus’ Beautiful Character Summary " –  Nick Hathaway  

This being the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Upper School is focusing on Sola Scriptura 
(Scripture Alone) for the month of January.  It is our desire that the students have the utmost confi-
dence in the Word of God.  With so many potential sources of “truth” (internet, social media, cable 
news, movies etc.) we want for them to realize that Holy Scripture alone is the source of all 
knowledge and truth.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 was our memory verse upon our return from Christmas 
break.  At our Monday Morning Meeting we rehearse together and briefly discuss the meaning of the 
verse and how it is rightly applied to our lives. The students delve deeper into the Scripture during 
their House time.  Our new memory verse is James 1:22 “But be doers of the Word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves.”  

By today’s standards we thank God we have no “big” sin problems here at NCCS.  But because we 
count personal holiness as important we take care that the nuances of godly living and practices are 
not overlooked.  This encouragement is for all of us as a school community (staff and students alike). 
We believe we can only accomplish this to the degree that we know and value God’s Word and with 
the Spirit’s help.  Please make sure your student is memorizing the verses and making life applica-
tion.  We covet your prayers as we seek to treasure Christ, the living Word. 

  “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV)  

A message from Mrs. Miller (Upper School Administrator) 



 

Join us at Hawks Hollow Farm in Kingsville on April 28th 

from 2-6pm for a frolicking good time in the form of a 

SHAKESPEAREAN FESTIVAL! 

Come and see student art displays, hear our school choir 

sing an assortment of madrigals and motets and watch the 

NCCS Knights in Tights Drama Company delight everyone 

with scenes from Shakespeare on an outdoor stage.   

There will be booths for craftsmen, a falconer, pony rides, 

food trucks, a jousting demonstration and more!! 

Invite your friends for a day of fun and education! 

Tickets go on sale in the school offices on February 

9th.  $10/person ahead of time   $15/person at door  

 

Are you coming?  Are you coming?   

Last year we started a new tradition.  Varsity boys played their 

Dads in a showdown we called “Game On.”  Half-time show in-

cluded some games for younger kids and a shoot-off between 

the Upper School and the Grammar School teachers.  Upper 

School teachers won.  Come and see what happens this year!!!  

Hot dogs and drinks will be sold.   There is a nominal admission 

charge ($3/adults $2/students)  Game On will be held at Mountain Christian 

Church on President’s Day (February 19th) at 5:30.   


