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  Principal’s Pen 

It seems as if we have been busy, busy, busy from the begin-

ning of this school year!  October included the 5K and Fun Run, 

the Grammar School Pastor’s Breakfast, and the Upper School 

Frisbee Tournament and bonfire.  Already in November we 

have had the Junior Ring Ceremony, sixth grade shadow day at 

the Upper School, a Spaghetti Dinner and Auction, the fifth 

grade wax museum, field trips for every grade and finally 

Grandparents Days at both campuses and American Education 

Week and the Book Fair. Wow– What a great school this is!  

Enjoy some pictures included in this Pen. 

One of the beautiful things about a school like New Covenant is the way we share responsibilities!  Other schools 

have to pay to have many of these odd jobs done.  When we count our blessings, we could go on and on. 

From time to time Mrs. Heeter (Grammar School) and Mrs. Stone (Upper School) send home requests for help 

around the buildings.  Thank you to those who answered that call and to those who have volunteered in other 

ways.  I could go on and on with names of people who work so tirelessly on behalf of the NCCS family: 

Daniel Kirkland– installed projectors in several rooms at the Grammar School 

Vien Nguyen– installed and moved bulletin boards and black boards at the Upper School.  He also installed 

tracks to cover wires at the Grammar School and installed transition strips. 

Lynn Keane and Laura Nguyen– Organized a very successful Book Fair that was held before Thanksgiving.  

Thanks also to the rest of their team. 

Steve Stowell– filled the GaGa pit with stone dust so that the children could enjoy playing without mud or hurt 

hands and knees. 

Deacons of NCPC– installed a new fence at the Grammar School and mulched the playground. 

Dr.David Lu - donated specifically for our Student Leadership Council (SLC) to attend a three day conference.  

He wants to encourage Christian leadership. 

Shannon Reed (for Grammar School) - who handles Chick-fil-A’ lunch every week. 

Cheryl Strayer– PTF President who does a beautiful job of keeping our amazing Parent Teacher Fellowship on 

track.  Thanks also to all the Reps who work with her. 

Glenn Garbinski– LCGS member who works with Mrs. Stone on any security issues at the Upper School.  He 

has worked on the camera, the intercom and even the recording device for last year’s Senior Thesis. 

“Mim” and Mrs. Strayer-  Our faithful library volunteers come in every Friday morning so that our Grammar 

School children can check out and return books. 

Daniel Walters– comes in every other Friday after school to run an amazing  Chess Club.   

The PTF’s sale of Chick-fil-A’ calendars 

netted a profit of $2.016.  Congratula-

tions to Mitch A. (and his parents and 

grandmother) who sold the most calen-

dars.  He received a $25 gift card to the 

store of his choice. 

Thank you PTF for providing refreshments 

during American Education Week.  Visi-

tors and staff alike were so appreciative 

of your efforts.  We love you! 



Last month we were blessed by a visit from Miss 

Judith Collins.  She is a missionary affiliated with 

the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 

Missions (IBPFM).  She works in Kenya, Africa, 

with the Rendille people.  NCCS Grammar School 

has supported the Baalah Primary School and 

Pastor Peter Likayo there for many years.  Pastor 

Barker updates us each week and our chapel col-

lection is sent to support this important ministry.  

Judith held the children spellbound as she told 

them about a basketball player who lost a scholar-

ship only to find out about the living and true 

God.  What an inspiring lady she is! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents of Preschoolers!  Don’t forget to join us on Thursday night 

(November 30th) from 6:30-8PM.  Come and find out how to be sure 

your preschooler is ready for kindergarten!  Find out about the NCCS kinder-

garten program and ask all the questions you can think of regarding child-

hood development.  This is not just for NCCS Preschoolers.  Parents, invite 

your friends and neighbors.  

Our Annual Christmas program has 

had a date change.  The program 

will take place at St. Matthew Lu-

theran Church (on Route 22 across 

from Safeway) on Tuesday, Decem-

ber 19th.  The program begins at 

6:30 but students should arrive no 

later than 6:10.  Dress for the pro-

gram is Christmas attire– dress shirt 

and tie for boys and dressy dress for 

girls (with shorts or tights under-

neath since they will be climbing 

risers).  This program will include 

instrumental students, Upper School 

choir and all Grammar School stu-

dents.  Invite family and friends for 

a Christmas blessing. 
 

All about Christian Education today 

One of the best days at New Covenant is Grandparents Day.  It is a day full 

of encouragement.  Why?  Because grandparents easily recognize the value 

of what is offered at NCCS.  As they sit in classes or speak with our students 

we hear over and over “I wish I had learned that way” or “They speak so 

eloquently– I love it!”  Many remember being able to pray in their public 

school classrooms so they appreciate seeing the Bible being freely read and 

discussed.  I have to ask– when what we offer is so wonderful, why aren’t 

our classrooms full?   

A recent edition of CSE-Stronger Together (volume 21 no.1)(A publication of 

ACSI) discussed the fact that the number of Christian parents who would 

consider Christian education is currently on the decline.  The article analyzed 

current practices in Christian education and said “Miller, Latham and Cahill 

(2017) assert, “Everyone knows the current system is failing to graduate 

students who are prepared for the demands of the Twenty-first century...the 

Guttenberg to Google revolution has generated a perfect storm of discon-

tent, dysfunction, and disengagement in our traditional system of educa-

tion.’”  The article does not mention Classical Christian Education but it goes 

on to say that our schools should “move from any shallow focus on mastery 

of  academic content and the development of workforce skills to cultivating 

in students a Proverbs 1 delight in learning, knowledge, and wisdom, in 

acknowledgement that all things were created through Christ and for Him 

(Colossians 1:16).”   

Praise God!  What they are suggesting is what New Covenant Classical 

Christian School delivers! I keep saying that we are “counter cultural.”  

Now it seems that by offering the model of education that was delivered to 

the Greek Philosophers, by concentrating on the Great Books and reinforcing 

the importance of discipline and respectfulness we are also trend setters.   

Parents, please tell others what you find positive about our school.  Talk with 

people at the grocery store, speak with your neighbors, tell the people at 

church….  We want to see a new generation of leaders who value truth, 

goodness and beauty and who love to learn.  We want to see our classrooms 

full.  We are not part of the “current system” mentioned in the Miller, Lat-

ham and Cahill study.  We are different and proud of it. 

 Praise that Mrs. Powell is back at work after a knee replacement. 

Praise that Mrs. Steeves had successful surgery on her face and is healing nicely. 

Praise that Mitch A (7th grade) has been accepted as a patient at NIH.  Pray that they will find the cause of 

his constant pain and exhaustion. 

Please pray for the Cappelletti family (Dimitri-11th grade)-  Dimitri’s grandfather (Cat Cappelletti’s father-in-

law) passed away last Sunday.  The funeral will take place at Mountain Christian Church on Wednesday. 



 

These strong young people are the 

2018 Safety Patrol at the Grammar 

School.  Sadly, they can’t  raise a flag 

this year because the rope to the 

flagpole at the Grammar School broke 

at the top of the pole and we can’t 

reach it!  If anyone has access to a 

cherry picker or if you can think 

of a way to get our flag back up, 

please let the office know. 

There is no flagpole at the Upper School.  

Our wonderful students and staff prayed 

by the cross on “See You at the Pole” day.  

What a testimony for all those who passed 

by on Emmorton Road.  Teenagers who 

love the Lord!  Finding a way to get a flag 

there might be a great idea. 

 
Veterans Day is set aside each day as a time to honor those men and women who have served our Country.  The Grammar 

School students sang patriotic songs and our sixth graders recited a beautiful poem.  Each veteran introduced himself and told 

us where they have served.  The students sang songs for each branch of the service.  What a blessing it is for our children to 

learn about the sacrifices made by other generations. 



 

 

Let’s taLk about fundraising! 

There is no doubt about it– everyone dislikes fundraisers.  We got a call from a Dad a few weeks ago.  

His daughter goes to another local Christian school and he just found out that they were requiring him to 

send in $150 within the week for a mandatory class trip.  He complained that this particular school asked 

for “more money every week” and he was “subsidizing other children who could not afford trips and tui-

tion.”  That conversation helped me to realize anew how great it is to be a part of New Covenant. 

Have you noticed how few fundraisers we have?  That is part of the plan formulated by the Board several 

years ago.  They asked teachers to list the trips that they take each year and the cost per student.  Those 

were figured into the cost of tuition.  So, there are no surprises for parents of NCCS.   

The big trips (overnight in 5th, 6th and 11th and Europe for 11th and 12th) were not included in the fig-

ures.  Those classes often come up with creative ways to raise money:  ice cream sales, Applebees, 

Barnes & Noble, spaghetti dinners, paint nights.  These activities are organized by the parents, not by the 

school.  Teachers explain about the cost of these trips at Back-to-School Night so parents are fully in-

formed.  When you participate in any of these events you are helping students defray the cost of these 

special trips. 

NCCS tuition covers 95% of our annual school budget.  While that is excellent compared to most private 

schools it means that we do have to work to raise that additional 5%.  Evening for the Arts, Square One 

and Race for Education allow the students to have a part in helping to fill that gap.   We have donors who 

send checks each month.  We have parents of alumni who still donate to NCCS.  Members of New Cove-

nant Presbyterian are always generous.   

Why am I going over all of this?  Honestly, I want you to see the beauty of our school.  We are a team– 

board, parents, staff, alumni, NCPC members and friends.  There are so many people who believe in our 

mission. I want you to see it all clearly.  I want you to tell others about this wonderful place. 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 

are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 

 

The vision of NCCS is to raise servant-leaders.  

Every House at the Upper School and every grade 

at the Grammar School does at least one mission 

project each year.  In addition to the individual 

projects, this year the Upper School students 

packed 88 boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  

Calvary Baptist Church is the drop off point for 

boxes in Harford County and they were in need of 

help.  Mrs. Stone alerted the students and parents 

of the need.  SLC students were in Virginia at a 

conference but Davey Mullenix, Sophia Mullenix, 

Aaliaya Johnson, Haleigh Kline, Lisa Stone and 

Charlotte and Michelle Cockerham arrived to load 

cases onto the truck.  Thank you for being the 

hands and feet of Jesus and for representing NCCS 

so well! 



Thursday, November 30– 6:30-8:00 PM– Kindergarten Information 

Night in the kindergarten room.  For parents of four year olds interested 

in finding out more about kindergarten readiness and about the NCCS 

academic program. 

Friday, December 1– NCCS night at Barnes & Noble-beginning at 5:00

-browse the books, hear NCCS students sing and play instruments, get 

your gifts wrapped by NCCS juniors and seniors.  A percentage of all 

sales this night go toward the capstone trip to Europe.  (They are going 

the week before Easter, 2018.) 

Thursday, December 7– Stocking stuffing for Big Blessed Hearts pro-

ject. 

Friday, December 8– 10:25 AM– kindergarten students perform “The 

Nutcracker Play” in the worship room. 

Tuesday, December 19– Christmas Concert at St. Matthew Lutheran. 

Begins at 6:30PM.  Students should arrive by 6:10. 

Wednesday, December 20– Pre-K 4’s AM Christmas program – 

9:00AM and Pre-K’s 4’s PM Christmas program - 1:00PM. 

Thursday, December 21– Pre-K 3’s Christmas program– 10:00AM 

Thursday, December 21st– half day.  Upper School students dis-

missed at 11:30.  Grammar School dismissed at 12:00.  No Kindergar-

ten Plus or afternoon ECP.  No five-day 4’s. 

 

‘Give me lot’s of hair…”  

 

Moms and Dads, please, please spend a bit of time reviewing 

the policy regarding uniforms and regarding hair style and col-

or!  Our policy says that hair should remain a natural color 

(“its natural color” for Grammar School students).  Mrs. Miller 

and I have had to speak with many people about this already 

this year...hair extensions, mohawks, green hair, cut in de-

signs...are all outside of our written policy which says “no ex-

treme hairstyles.”  We do not want hair to be a distraction.  

First Peter 5 urges us to “Be content with who you are.”   

Girls skirts are to be at knee length.  Boys pants should be 

long enough that their socks don’t show.  All age levels 

(Grammar and Upper) have specific directions regarding type 

of pants or skirts.  Please make yourself aware of these.  

Learning to comply with school rules and regulations is an im-

portant step toward maturity.  Teaching them that they might 

not like the dress code but they still have to follow it is an im-

portant lesson as they begin leading disciplined lives. 

How often do Mrs. Cecelia, Mrs. 

Lynn, Mrs. Karol, Mrs. Kord, Mrs. 

Nos and Mrs. Eldreth tie shoes?  

“Constantly!!!”   

Parents, please do your best to 

teach your son or daughter how 

to tie their own shoes.  By the 

age of five they should be able to 

learn to tie.  Practice, practice, 

practice.   

You can make a cardboard cut 

out of a shoe and let them prac-

tice on that.  Do not teach them 

with leather laces—they come 

undone too easily.   

They are so very proud when 

they can do things on their own! 



Here is just a sampling of things that have gone on at NCCS so far this year.  Thanks to all of you who have sent pictures.  Keep 

them coming!  Send copies to Holly.Fitzpatrick@ncpres.org.  She puts all pictures in a file that can be accessed by the yearbook and 

NCCS administration. 

Our website is  http://www.newcovenantchristianschool.org/  The more you look at our Facebook page and our website, the more 

free advertising we get. 

6th grade and 7th grade on Shadow Day 

4th graders worked on illuminated manuscripts 

Upper School Field Study Day in D.C. 

5th grade Explorers Wax Museum 

5th grade taught the 1st grade about Pilgrims 

Kindergarten learned all about pumpkins! 
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