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Oh, that’s so old!! 
When we had our Veterans Day assembly this year, we sang every stanza 

of the patriotic songs.   I was struck with the beauty and the richness of 

the words.  Think how very important those words are today: 

 

“O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 

Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

 Written in 1913 

 

Our fathers’ God, to thee, 

Author of liberty, to Thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright  

With freedom’s holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King. 

Written in 1831 

When I tell people that I am the Principal of a classical school and explain 

what that means, their response is often “Oh, that’s the old way of doing 

things!”  I explain that our students read authentic literature and study 

great speeches.  I tell them about the Great books and about great con-

versations.  I tell them that logic and rhetoric are subjects, not just meth-

ods and our students are exposed to Aristotle, Plato, and Socrates.  I nor-

mally end with the fact that our students learn the science of thinking and 

the art of written and verbal communication.  I will add a new quote to my 

rhetoric for defending our “type of schooling.”  This is from John Gardner, 

American novelist and classicist:  

“At the time this nation was formed, our population stood at around 3 mil-

lion.  And we produced out of that 3 million people perhaps six leaders of 

world class— Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Madison, and Ham-

ilton.  Today, our population stands at 254 million, so we might expect at 

least 80 times as many world-class leaders– 480 Jeffersons, Madisons, 

Adams, Washingtons, Hamiltons, and Franklins.  Where are they?”   

I’ll say, they are being educated in Classical-Christian schools 

around the country and 150 of them are in Harford County at 

NCCS!   

Operation Christmas Child 

We have the most wonderful children and 

parents!  To be honest, I was a bit worried 

this year because our annual collection for 

OCC seemed to go very slowly.  But...we 

filled 226 boxes all together!  The Upper 

School houses challenged each other and 

ended up filling 167 boxes. (Augustine filled 

the most!) The day before our packing party, 

our 4th, 5th and 6th graders worked to sort 

and organize all of the items at the Grammar 

School and to assemble boxes.  Everyone 

worked.  It looked like Santa’s Workshop. 

On Packing Party day a great team of parents 

arrived to help the children fill their boxes.  

Every box was prayed over and every NCCS 

student had a wonderful opportunity to help 

those less fortunate.  Thank you so much 

parents!  You are great! 



 

 

I wish choosing Christmas gifts for our children was easy but, let’s face it, every year it gets more difficult!  Advertisements 
on TV tout the “best and most expensive.”  For older children, phones or video games are the “go to.”  I would like to en-
courage you to be bold this year.  Buy gifts that require your child to think.  Look for board games (maybe even ones you 
loved when you were a youngster).  Buy things that will allow your family to play or build or reason (together).  Look for 
activities that build physical and/or intellectual skills: sporting goods, games of skill, puzzles and trivia games 

Ed Meyer -- "the Problem Solving Prof" from Baldwin Wallace University suggests the following: 

• Rush Hour -- This single-player game involves freeing a red car from a traffic jam by moving other cars and trucks back 
and forth. It develops mental stamina and is a great introduction to the field of operations research. 

• Guess Who -- An old game with many spin-offs. It develops creativity and problem solving ability. By asking creative yes/
no questions yourself, you can spark the child's thinking skills. For example, "Does your person's name have an odd num-
ber of letters?" 

• Set -- This card game is easy to learn and the whole family can play. It develops pattern recognition. 

• SOMA Blocks or SOMA Cubes -- Introduced in 1936, SOMA blocks are seven blocks that can be arranged into a cube or an 

unending number of other shapes. Your child can spend hours completing a checklist of shapes. 

What about gifts that involve family trips? (Aquarium, zoo, symphony, museum, Science Center).  We are blessed to live in 

an area rich in history.  Take advantage of it this year. 

 Welcome Quinn Mueller (new sister of Caeden (2nd) and Grayson (Pre K-4) 

 Grace John (6th) had emergency appendectomy surgery just after Thanksgiving.  She has al-

ready returned to school.  Please pray for continued health and healing. 

 Joel Stone (class of 2014) arrived safely in Korea where he will be stationed for a year serving 

as an Army air traffic controller. 

 Drew O’Neill (9th) suffered a concussion when he ran into a wall at basketball practice.  Please pray for com-

plete recovery. 



Moms and Dads, 

 At both of our campuses, our collection of “found” 

items has grown to a ridiculous state!  We have 

lots of sweaters, fleece jackets, coats, even 

shoes!  Put your child’s name on any article that 

they may take off at school.  That way it can get 

rightfully returned.   

 NCCS Upper School students are polite and wel-

coming.  I hear that every time we have visitors.  

But...our Grammar School students often do not 

even reply when an adult says “Good morning” or 

“Hello” to them.  We encourage even our young-

est students to look up and answer when some-

one speaks to them.  That is etiquette 101.  Par-

ents, please partner with us in this endeavor.  We 

want all NCCS students to be comfortable in the 

world around them.  They should feel safe enough 

in their own school to speak when spoken to. 

Our Grammar School Pastors breakfast was well at-

tended (19 Pastors) and the food was delicious.  Many 

thanks to the kindergarten parents  who did an amaz-

ing job of setting up, organizing and serving.  We sent 

each Pastor a picture of the day, a personal picture of 

the children he/she came to visit and a New Covenant 

Knights magnet. 

The Book Fair was also wonderful!  Thank you Lynn 

Keane for heading up such an awesome team of volun-

teers.  Our proceeds were over $2,000. 

Grandparents Days were great too!  The food was deli-

cious (and there was plenty).  Thanks especially to 

Richa (Sharma) Misra(1st grade parent) and  Janine 

Tuohy (Preschool parent) for organizing so well.  On 

Tuesday 115 grandparents were served and each day 

there were no less than 40 Preschool grandparents (20 

from each class). 

Kindergarten Information Night was fun.  Three second 

graders shared info about their kindergarten experi-

ence and gave a tour of our school.  Mrs. Thierer 

(kindergarten teacher) talked about a typical kinder-

garten day and Ms. Denise and Ms. Kallmyer explained 

what we look for when determining kindergarten readi-

ness.  Next year’s kindergarten class list is filling up.  

Admission testing will start in February. 

Dr. Mel Wilhoit is the grandfather of Jude, Cassidy, 
and Abigail Walters.  He is a retired music teacher 
who has taught brass and woodwind lessons for 30 
years.  He provides instruction from beginner to 
advanced.  Four private 30 minute lessons per 
month for $75 will be offered.  They can take place 
after the school day at the Grammar School.  For 
questions call 423-280-3412.  This is a great op-
portunity for younger or older students to keep up 
their musical skills or to learn a new instrument. 

 Three tenth graders came to my Upper School 

office in October with an idea.  They wanted 

NCCS to host our first Homecoming dance.  

They made flyers, made announcements, 

bought supplies, decorated, made tickets and 

pulled off a great dance on November 21st.  

Well done Bre, Shannon and Morgan!  I love 

your initiative. 

 An 8th grader visited me with an idea to help 

foster excitement about Christmas while rais-

ing some money for our Drama department.  

Look for information about “Cookies, Cocoa 

and Christmas Carols” attached. 

 NCCS athletes are allowed to wear their jer-

seys on game day.  An 11th grader came to 

ask if the Varsity boys could wear button down 

shirts and ties for away games.  Would I ever 

say “no” if they wanted to dress up?  Thanks 

Alex.   

 A 9th grade girl came to ask me if she could 

make an announcement about Rapha House 

during our Monday morning meeting at the 

Upper School.  She wants to collect enough to 

save one girl from sex trafficking ($360).  

Thanks Jordan for your heart of service. 

Do you see why I love these kids?  We really are 

developing servant-leaders. 

I just heard about one of our Preschoolers who 

choked on a biscuit during dinner.  His father 

had to do the Heimlich in order to get him to 

breathe again!  Praise God that the Dad knew 

what to do.  Would any of you be interested in 

attending a course on CPR if we offered it for a 

low price?  If so, please reply to 

jean.armstrong@ncpres.org or tell me when 

you see me. 

Coming next month:  Alumni update.  Where are they?  Are they 

serving? Are they leading? 

tel:423-280-3412


By now you might have noticed that we are communicating 

a little differently lately.  Our plan is for me to do a 

“Principal’s Pen” each month with articles, pictures and 

things that I think are important school wide. Holly 

(Preschool), Kathy (Grammar School) and Lisa (Upper 

School) will send weekly reminders of calendar items.  

 We are completely redoing our website too.  You will be 

able to find additional information there (including a Blog 

called the Pen and Quill).  Our hope is that both current 

parents and those who want to learn more about our school 

will find the new website easy to use. 

  Our hard working Board is doing what they can to draw 

more students to our wonderful school.  Parents, you can 

help too!  Remember, when our classrooms are full the ex-

penses required to run a school are shared by more families 

so less additional fund raising is required.   

Have you told any friends about our school?  Have you spo-

ken with your Pastor about the value of a Christian educa-

tion so that he can encourage his congregants to come and 

see us? 

If we all make a conscious effort to share the “good news” 

of NCCS, our school will continue to grow.   

Dear Family and Friends, 

The Junior/Senior class of NCCS is less than 

100 days away from the capstone trip to 

Europe. We are having a fundraiser at Barnes 

and Noble this Friday 12/4/2015 from 5:00pm 

to 9:00pm. We would love to see you there. If 

you are unable to make the event you can still 

participate by placing an order on the 

www.bn.com website and entering the book-

fair code 11761863 on the payment informa-

tion page. You must place your order between 

12/4/2015 and 12/9/2015 for the school to 

receive the credit. This is a win/win. You get 

your Christmas shopping done and help the 

students earn money for their trip. 

 

Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

Note from Mitzy Dillman 

What a fun, fam-

ily activity this 

Friday!   

Our kids will be gift wrapping and 

Gianni Cappelletti (alumnus) will be 

playing.  Come and join in the fun. 

Sometimes you just have to ask 

I have recently become aware of a serious fi-

nancial need!  A local Pastor in Baltimore (Rev. 

Barry Secrest) has three children (his youngest 

has special needs).  Pastor Secrest and his wife 

were called by God to be the temporary guardi-

ans of six siblings who have been attending 

their church.  The parents of these children 

have neglected them for years so there are 

many medical and dental problems.  Both par-

ents are drug addicts. 

The Secrests suddenly find themselves with 

nine children ranging in age from 5 months to 

18 years!  They want to provide a stable and 

loving home for these children.  They have 

been given some furniture and clothes of vari-

ous sizes but what they need NOW is money!  

If you can send a donation of any size, we will 

send a check to the family. If you write the 

check to NCCS (with a memo that it is for the 

Secrests) your gift will be tax deductible. Any 

money will help their situation.  Please also 

pray for stamina for the Pastor and his wife.  

The children have had lice and bed bugs...all 

mean more work for them but they are doing 

this willingly.  Let’s be a blessing to a brother 

in need. 

A Preschooler reads at the 

Book Fair 

 

Calculus students solve 

implicit differentiation 

problems.  

Spirit Wear - The PTF has a limited amount of sweat pants 

and lounge pants available on a first come, first served ba-

sis.  Interested?  Contact Lynn Keane (lvkean@hotmail.com)  

http://www.bn.com
mailto:lvkean@hotmail.com

