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  Principal’s Pen 
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Around this time last year I was using a snow 

day to write a Principal’s Pen.  I started this one 

at the tail end of the BLIZZARD of 2016!   

I hope you all got a chance to just enjoy being 

with your kids.  We are all so busy!  It pleases the Lord when we 

just stop and stay still.   (Psalm 46:10- “Be still and know that I am 

God.  I will be exalted among the nations.  I will be exalted in the 

earth.”) 

Maybe that’s why He gives us a blizzard from time to time… so we 

can enjoy the peacefulness of a snowy day and the chance to be 

still. 

What’s the Difference? 

This is the time of year when I begin to get nervous!  Re-enrollment contracts have gone out.  I pray that all of 

our kids will return and that God will bring us additional students.   We use the enrollment contracts to make 

staffing plans for next year.  Forms and fees are due by February 16th.  See why it makes me nervous?   

I want to see our school not only thrive, but grow.  That’s important, but that’s not what keeps me up at night!  

So… what is it?  Why does it matter if a student goes to another school……..? 

 When I enrolled my children in Harford County Public School in the early 90’s, things were different.  Teach-

ers were allowed to say “Merry Christmas.”  A teacher friend (Baltimore County) recently told me that she was asked to take the 

word Christmas down from the door in her classroom because they didn’t want her to offend anyone.  NCCS teaches from Psalm 105 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples! “  What we say matters. 

 In the 90’s the gym classes were frequently divided into a girls class and a boys class so that different skills could be developed.  

Now, that is frowned upon because they don’t want to confuse students who may be transgender and they want to be sure that the 

sexes are taught exactly the same things. Teachers are instructed not to divide their class into girls and boys at any time.  Unisex 

bathrooms are being proposed at most elementary schools.   NCCS teaches from Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. “  What we do matters. 

 A child from a local private high school told me that “The teachers don’t really care what you do outside of school,  or what your 

opinions are, they just want you to give them back what they tell you and be done with it!” At NCCS, students are asked to share 

their reactions and thoughts. “For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the divi-

sion of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. From Hebrews 

4:12.  What we think matters. 

World view matters!  A biblical world view helps to develop leaders who know right from wrong.  Isn’t that what we need in today’s 

world?  At NCCS, we answer to a higher authority.  We hold to higher standards.  We are called to please the Holy God and not to be 

“politically correct.” 

Parents, I have said many times that  Christian Schools are in peril in the United States.  27 in our region closed last year.  I want to 

encourage you to keep your children in NCCS or, if you have to move, examine the core beliefs of the school your children will attend.  

Watch out for the  “hidden curriculum” (lessons that children learn that are not part of the formal lessons or objectives).  World view 

matters!   

 The entries from 5 NCCS students 

have gone on to the next level in 

the ACSI Creative Writing Festival.  

Those names will be announced at 

the end of February. 

 Bailey Chan and Caleb Ruiz (class 

of 2016) finished first and second 

in Maryland Right to Life’s Essay 

contest. 

 Math Olympics (Grammar School) 

and Math League (Upper School) is 

coming up.  Watch for information. 



The Mission Statement of NCCS says “We exist to glorify God by assisting parents in training their children to be Biblically-minded 

servant-leaders through a Reformed, Christ-centered, classical education.  How are our students being trained to serve? 

Each Grammar School class does a service project of some kind.  First graders plant flowers at the local playground, second grade 

raised money for Alpha’s Glory, third grade ministers to residents in Quarryville Nursing Home, 4th and 6th grade take part in the 

mission packing project of the Global Aid Network.   

School wide we pack and fill boxes for Operation Christmas Child, collect money for the Baalah Primary School in Kenya, the Rapha 

House and meet local and personal needs when we can. 

Our Upper School house system affords our students a chance to be taught leadership skills.  Leaders come to a week long summer 

training and are called on to organize events and projects throughout the year.  Our students are involved in peer tutoring and we 

are slowly developing a tutoring program between upper and grammar school students.  Our juniors take a three day mission trip to 

Baltimore each year. 

Students aren’t the only ones serving!  Our teachers model servant-leadership.  Three of our upper school teachers are teaching 

this year without pay! They want to serve this school.  Four of our teachers teach Sunday School at their churches, two are on mis-

sion teams and several are bible study leaders.  Servant-leadership is modeled for our students. 

Are there other ways that we can serve?  Can we make more of an impact for Jesus Christ in our community?  If there are ways 

that you would like to suggest, please e mail Jean.armstrong@ncpres.org or call either school office. 

Here’s what it looked like last year! 

             Grammar School  Upper School 

Monday–       Wacky Tacky               Wacky Tacky 

Tuesday                                          Dress Like a Book 

Wednesday -Dress Like a Book Polytuplet 

Thursday    Sports Day 

Friday           NCCS Spirit Day NCCS Spirit Day 

Again this year our whole school will be together at the end of the 

day on Friday.  Do you remember those great line dances?  

Crowded but fun! 

If your child doesn’t have any  other Spirit wear– a gym uni-

form would be perfect. 

Olivia Stanford- (4’s AM) was in the hospital with a very high fever.  She is home now and still recuperating.  Please 

pray for a quick recovery. 

Macey Brietenback (grade 8)-  You might see Macey in school or at a basketball game one day and hear that she is 

in the hospital the next.  That is the way her digestive illness presents.  Encourage her when you see her and pray 

for her when you hear that she is not feeling well.   

Cindy Arsenault (Mom of Morgan– grade 10) will be having surgery on February 23rd.  Her son (Wesley) is in renal 

failure and Cindy will be donating her kidney.  This is major surgery.  Please pray for the family and offer help in 

any way you can. 

Did you know that we have a brand new website?  Check out www.newcovenantchristianschool.org to see the new content.  We 

hope you find it easier to use.  Direct friends and relatives to our new page.  Spread the word and help our school grow. 

http://www.newcovenantchristianschool.org

