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  Principal’s Pen 

We are off to a great start for the 2017-2018 school year! 

New Upper School students were welcomed and officially knighted 

and sorted. 

Bulletin boards throughout both campuses are engaging, bright and 

cheerful. 

Our Preschoolers all met new friends during gradual entry and are 

beginning their time as our littlest NCCS students.   

Praise God!  We have 183 students this year.   

With two different buildings it is sometimes difficult for Preschool and 

Grammar School students and teachers to feel connected to the Log-

ic and Rhetoric students and teachers at our Upper School.  The staff 

determined to concentrate this year on Unity.  Our theme for the 

year comes from the greatest commandment and from our school’s 

mission statement:  

         LOVE GOD   LOVE OTHERS   SEEK AND SPEAK TRUTH 

The Knights Code of Chivalry  

 

To fear God and maintain His Church 
To serve the liege lord in valor and faith 
To protect the weak and defenseless 
To give succor to widows and orphans 
To refrain from the wanton giving of offense 
To live by honor and for glory 
To despise pecuniary reward 
To fight for the welfare of all 
To obey those placed in authority 
To guard the honor of fellow knights 
To eschew unfairness, meanness and deceit 
To keep faith  
At all times to speak the truth 
To persevere to the end in any enterprise begun 
To respect the honor of women 
Never to refuse a challenge from an equal 
Never to turn the back upon a foe 

From: The Song of Rowland 

Why do we have a “knighting” cere-

mony on the first day at the upper 

school? 

We are the KNIGHTS. 

Our students represent Christ, New 

Covenant and their houses and they 

are held to high standards.  As the 

moderator touches each of them 

with a sword they are asked to take 

the code of chivalry.  Being a man or 

woman of integrity is an important 

part of being a student at NCCS. 

See pictures from the ceremony on 

the next page. 



Our Celebration Hall was beautifully decorated by our 

Student Leaders with the colors of each house and stu-

dents wore their house shirts on the first day of class 

Three seventh grade girls ended up in Calvin! 

Our school is blessed to have Prayer Partners from New Covenant 

Presbyterian Church faithfully praying for our students and our 

teachers.  Thank you!! 

Dave and Sharon Short           Katherine Rosse 

Joanne Webb           Jason and Kendra O’Hora 

Marjean and Jim Apland          Donna Roloff 

Craig and Robin Lane          Ruth Harrison 

Pam Maggitti           Nancy and Don Ciliax 

Dennis and Irene Baxter          Wilma Finney 

Geoff Grohman           Ria VanZuylen 

SueAnn West 

We have two families at the Grammar 

School who are interested in carpooling 

for morning pick up.  If you would be 

interested please contact:: 

The Yale family-  Racking Leaf Drive– 

syalewt@yahoo.com 

 

                        The Breeden family- White Oak Drive- 

  charlottemorrisb@outlook.com 
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In the Grammar School building Pastor Barker is 

just about the only male voice we ever hear.  

That has changed this year!  On Friday’s we are 

treated to the booming voice and clear direc-

tions from our new Gym teacher.  Mr. Adam 

Schick comes with a Masters Degree in Sports 

Science and a love for exercise.  Ask the stu-

dents in grades one through six all about him.  

9th grade Biology students and 10th grade 

Chemistry students are enjoying Science 

with our new teacher Mrs. Alisha White.  Her 

love for “everything Science” spills into eve-

ry class session.  She has a great year 

planned! 

  The Headmaster search committee is hard at work.  We 

have received several applications, have had one phone interview 

and have another phone interview and an in- person interview 

scheduled.  Our plan is to make an offer by February, 2018. 

I want you all to be confident that the search will prove a profita-

ble one.  We are looking for a person who will make a long term 

commitment to our school.  The right person will appreciate the 

value of a Classical Christian education and will be committed to 

serving the Lord and to a lifetime of learning.  Many thanks to my 

fellow committee members:  Daniel Walters, Mark Patey, Grace 

McManus, Kathy Heeter and Nancy McFarlane. 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church has called Pastor Nick Hathaway 

to be their Associate Pastor.  Nick will be in charge of the youth pro-

gram at NCPC and will replace Pastor VanBemmel as the Chaplain for 

our Upper School sometime in November.  Nick and his wife have 6 

children and are coming from Liberty Presbyterian where Nick has 

headed up the youth ministry. 

 

The other day someone said to me “Jean, What are you doing 

here?”  “Well, I work here” was my reply.  “Oh, I thought you 

retired”.   I will be here until the end of June, 2018.  Honestly, 

I am looking forward to retirement, but the thought of not see-

ing tomorrow’s leaders grow up leaves me quite emotional!  

Right now, every day, NCCS teachers are teaching teachers, 

nurses, doctors and lawyers– they just don’t know it yet.  

These young people will make the world a better place.  I am 

privileged to have played a part in it. 



 

 Please pray for: 

 Erin Yale (Charlotte– kindergarten)-  she has been in and out of the hospital as 

she fights an aggressive form of cancer. 

 Lisa Brown (Mathaias-1st, Silas-4th Caleb-6th, Josh– 7th)  Lisa is scheduled for 

back surgery next week. 

 Mitch A. (7th)-  Mitch has CVID which compromises his immune system.  He 

struggles with daily pain and exhaustion.  Pray that he can attend school consist-

ently this year. 

 Macey Brietenback (10th)- Macey has been in school more so far this year.  Pray 

for stamina and for less pain. 

 6th grade has partnered with a class in Texas that lost their school building in the 

flooding.  They are supporting them by sending money to purchase new supplies.   

 The Steeves family- (Seth– 1st, Stacey– US Grammar teacher)-  Mike Steeves 

has been deployed to Afghanistan. 

 Pray that we can increase our enrollment numbers so that we are bursting at the 

seams!!  That is good for our whole school! 

 Please pray for a safe and successful 5K and Fun Run on October 7th-  The PTF 

hopes that this will be a major fundraiser for this year. 

Praise: 

The Metz family (4 boys– Matthew-3rd, Zachary– 1st, two boys and one girl at 

home) are having another girl!  Yay! 

There are a few other babies on the way.  We will tell you about them as soon as we 

can. :) 

We have a Music teacher!  Mrs. Debbie Shultz will begin the first week of October.  

She is already working with Mrs. Cappelletti on the Christmas program. 

Grammar School and Preschool Parents, 

Last year we started something new for dismissal.  We issued name 

cards to each family and asked that you display your name card to the 

teacher at dismissal time.  The Preschool system is working well.  Ms. 

Cecelia, Ms. Lynne and Ms. Karol will learn all parents and regular car 

pool participants soon.  If another family member has to pick up, they 

should be given the cards.   

Grammar School dismissal is far more complicated:  The teachers walk 

their class out and they have asked each child to stay with them in a line until they get to their car.  

Tinted windows and parents who do not show their cards makes safety very difficult.  Parents, we ask 

that you stand by your car and show your color coded name cards.  That is the only way that 

teachers can be sure that each child is dismissed to the proper person.  We take the safety of your child 

very seriously. 

We have had a few scares this year (one mixed up pick up and one unauthorized car that drove into our 

parking spots).  Please keep the children safe by following these important rules and procedures. 



 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A “CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN” SCHOOL? 

Classical Christian education has deep footings that are distinct from modern schools, and 

even different from liberal arts or classical schools founded after the Enlightenment.  ...It 

starts with a different purpose and ends with different results than conventional educa-

tion….Before the mid-eighteenth century, Christian paideia was the purpose of nearly all West-

ern education.  This was based, in part, on Ephesians 6 that commands fathers to raise their 

children in “the paideia of the Lord”.  It seeks an inner transformation of the student.  It 

cultivates the students’ habits of thought and action in order to view the world with 

certain foundational truths and thereby align their desires with God’s ideal.  Classi-

cal Christian educational objective, then, is to shape the virtues and reason so that 

they will be in line with God’s will.  In other words, our objective is to cultivate a 

Christian paideia in students. 

     From 2017 ACCS Annual Conference Foundations document 

Moms, Dads, Grandparents, teachers, supporters– We cannot be a school that cultivates stu-

dents to view the world through God’s eyes unless we have a great partnership.  The school 

cannot  do it by ourselves.  The culture of the world will work against us.  They will tell us that 

rules are “silly” or that holding to high standards makes us “elitist or non-inclusive”.  They will 

suggest that purity is prudish, that we are old fashioned if we expect boys to hold doors for 

girls and that our teachers should learn to “lighten up”. We ask that you stand beside us and 

support us as we encourage students to concentrate on what is good, what is true and what is 

beautiful.   

Let’s be intentional about building a Christian paideia.  

Monday, September 25th 4PM-8PM– Chipotle– Europe Fundraiser– 

flyer needed 

Thursday, September 28– Back to School Night at Upper School– par-

ents are invited for a light dinner provided by the staff at 6:30PM  We 

ask that you reply to lisa.stone@ncpres.org if you will join us for dinner.  

Dinner will be followed by demonstrations and team meetings. 

(beginning at 7PM).   

Wednesday, October 4th– interim of 1st quarter-  If a NCCS student 

has a grade of C or below in any subject they will receive an interim re-

port.  That gives several more weeks for improvement. 

Saturday, October 7th– PTF 5K– begins at 9:00 am. Registration re-

quired.  Did you get sponsors?  We hope this is a successful morning of 

fellowship and that it raises lots of money.  

Monday, October 9th– School closed for Columbus Day 

Thursday, October 12th– Pastor’s Breakfast at Grammar School.  Did 

you give the invitation to your Pastor?  Pastor’s are invited to see 

presentations from each class at 8:30 am and join their NCCS congre-

gants for breakfast following. 
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