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State of the School- 2017 

I have had the privilege of meeting with several sets of new NCCS parents.  They are always happy to hear how 

our school started.  Recently however, one couple asked “What are the plans of this school for the future?”  As I 

began answering their question, I realized that our current parents might very well ask the same thing!  So, let 

me spend a few minutes on that:  

 The Board of Directors of NCCS is currently in the middle of completing a five year strategic plan.  We meet 

monthly (in addition to the regular Board meeting) to examine every part of our school (curriculum, staff, fa-

cilities) to name a few. 

 Current Board members include:  David O’Steen (President), Kevin Lindung (Treasurer), Greg Thompson (Vice

-President) Nancy McFarlane, David Thursby, Jon Struble, Jim Sterling and Debbie Anthony.  The Board is cur-

rently considering additional NCPC members since the Constitution requires a majority. 

 We are still working with the local marketing company (SR and B).  They continue to help us maximize our 

internet reach.  Last year’s goal of an additional 7 students was met.  Our goal is to add a minimum of 7 new 

students each year.  We are also working on improving our reach by print media. 

 Some radical changes at the end of the 2015-2016 fiscal year and slightly higher enrollment resulted in a pos-

itive financial picture for the 2016-2017 school year.  We have met the NCPC Session’s mandate to keep a 

monetary reserve. 

 We contracted with a local Event Coordinator who has helped us design and use a CRM (Customer Relations 

Management) System.  This allows us to better track people who call, visit, shadow or express interest on our 

website.  

 Continued on the next page... 

            

   

When we made the calendar this year we figured in some extra 

days.  We only used two snow days.  I think it is safe to say that 

we won’t have any more snow. :)     

So….we are adjusting the school calendar.  The last day of school 

will be Friday, June 9th (instead of the 14th).  Upper School 

exams will take place on June 5, 6 and 7.  The Awards Assembly 

will take place on Friday, June 9th and students will be dismissed 

at the end of the Assembly.  Please look at the calendar on Ren-

Web so that you can see adjusted dates for kindergarten and sixth 

grade graduation. 

http://www.newcovenantchristianschool.org/events/2017-06/ 
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Testing!!  Oh No!!! 

If you listen or read the national news, you will find a great deal 

of discussion about standardized testing in schools.  Teachers 

have complained for years that too much time is wasted 

teaching to the test.  With Common Core and data mining, 

testing has become even more prevalent!  Not so at NCCS!  

Our test results are not reported to the state of Maryland.  

Students are not identified by their social security numbers. 

The Educational Records Bureau maintains the information 

and uses it to rate us against other “elite” private schools.  

NCCS teachers spend time analyzing the test results so that 

they can use that information to prepare for their next year’s 

class.  Our students are evaluated to see where their aca-

demic needs are.  What will benefit the class, what should the 

teacher concentrate on?  What specific skills does each child need?  Is every child 

working up to their potential?  Interesting enough, year after year our results show 

that our student’s performance on the tests is greater than their reasoning scores 

would expect.  What a testimony to our teachers, parents and students!    

We chose the CTP (Comprehensive Testing Program) because it is a “...rigorous assess-
ment for high achieving students in areas such as reading, listening, vocabulary, writing, ...and mathe-
matics. Verbal and quantitative reasoning subtests are part of the CTP beginning in Grade 3. The CTP 
helps compare content specific, curriculum-based performance to the more conceptual knowledge base 

found in reasoning tests” from www.erblearn.org/services/ctp-overview 

 Our donations this year are down but our Annual Fund Campaign runs 

from November through May.  An anonymous donor will match gifts up to 

$10,000 that come from first-time donors,  donors who haven’t do-

nated in the last five years or donors who are grandparents of current 

students or alumni.  Please consider sharing this news w ith anyone 

who might be interested in helping us. 

 After 19 years, I (Jean Armstrong) will retire in June, 2018.  The Search 

Committee (Daniel Walters, Jean, Grace McManus, Mark Patey, Nancy McFar-

lane, Kathy Heeter) began meeting in October.  Job postings have been sent 

to pastors, to educational associations, to colleges and to classical-Christian 

schools.  We will receive applications through June.  After that time we will 

interview applicants, narrow our list and then invite candidates to visit. The 

new Head of School will be announced well before the end of the school year 

in 2018 and will take the reins of this wonderful school on July 1, 2018.  

Please pray that God makes our choice very clear. 

 We have begun the accreditation process with the Association of Classical 

Christian Schools.  Tenstaff members are being sent to Pittsburgh to the 

ACCS Conference in June.  Teams of teachers are working on our curriculum 

guide.  Math teachers have attended a local training and a grant planning 

meeting.  Some exciting plans are being formulated. 



FUN AT THE 2017 WINTER FORMAL 



 

House Winner:   Luther  (556 ) 

Class Winner:     2nd Grade-Ms. Kallmyer (413 ) 

All Around Winner for Most Box Tops:   John Nguyen (344) 

Kindergarten- Lilian Soltow (100) 

1st grade- Joshua Young (124) 

2nd grade- Anna McDavid (153) 

3rd- Jason Witkowski (78) 

4th-  Cassidy Walters (127) 

5th- Matthew Crowe (107) 

6th– John Thursby (134) 

Kelly Crowe announced the Box Tops winners for our contest that ended 

in February Congratulations!  Remember to save those Box Tops! 

Speech Meet Winners!  17 participants: 

16 superior and 1 excellent.  We are so proud 

of you all! 

Math Olympians-  23 participants from 

NCCS (213 in all): four- fifth place; two- third 

place ;a second and a first place finish!  Great 

job!  Great team! 



The mission of New Covenant Christian School is to glorify God by 

assisting parents in training their children to be Biblically minded 

servant-leaders through a Christ-centered classical education.  How 

does that happen in each classroom? 

As the oldest students at the Grammar School, the sixth graders are called upon very often to 
serve and assist the other students and the adults in the building.  Developing a sense of self-
lessness and unhesitant willingness to serve whenever and wherever they are needed is very 
important.  Approaching all requests with  humble flexibility is the key to being the servant 
leaders of the Grammar School. 

Mrs. Rossi– 6th grade teacher says: 

The students translated a story about the Jewish soldier and 

historian Titus Flavius Josephus.  He was in a cave with 40 

other men in the middle of the battle who were faced with 

the prospect of surrendering.  Josephus suggested an alter-

native to surrendering and the students put themselves in 

his place and evaluated what they would have done in his 

situation.  They evaluated what would be the moral and Bib-

lical thing to do.  They also closely evaluated the Latin word 

for suggestion and discussed the translation as well as their 

own interpretation of this word with respect to the situation 

of Josephus.  

Mrs Thompson (Upper School Latin) says: 

Our amazing PTF (Parent Teacher Fellowship) has worked to spread 

school spirit and make things easier for parents.  Have you looked at 

the SPIRITWEAR tab on the website?  When you click on “GO” beside 

our school name, you see all sorts of things!   

Grammar School parents– you can buy NCCS T-shirts in the proper 

color for Field Day.  Upper School parents– you know how your kids 

like hoodies, sweatshirts and sweatpants.  You can find them all for 

very reasonable prices.  Check it out! 

https://www.agpestores.com/fullhouse/groups.php 
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 We have two students who continue to deal with very serious medical issues.  Please pray for Macey Brieten-

back (9th grade) and Mitch (6th grade) 

 Congratulations to the Sandbeck family (Natalie 4th grade, Liam 2nd grade) at the birth of their new little 

sister (Brooke). 

 Mrs. Karen Reed (former 4th grade teacher) just welcomed a new grandson.   

 Mrs. Evelyn Armstrong (former 5th grade teacher) welcomed a new grandson too. 

 A few NCCS parents are dealing with job losses.  Please pray for quick resolution and that the needs of the 

families are taken care of. 

 Praise God-  All of the NCCS class of 2017 have been accepted into the colleges of their choice! Pray that 

even now God will begin using them in His service. 

 The Haines family (Gabriella– 1st) is moving to Delaware next week.  Please pray for an easy transition for 

this family of 7.   

 New Covenant Presbyterian Church will be celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ during the week of 

April 10th with the following services: Maundy Thursday Communion Service– 7:00PM Saturday– Easter 

Event-  11AM-1PM– let the church know you are coming.  Bring your children for a story, egg hunt and 

snacks.  Easter Sunday– Sunrise service– 7:30 followed by continental breakfast.  11:00– regular worship 

service 

 Our Race for Education has begun!-  Please pray that our goal ($15,000) is met.  What a blessing that would 

be for our school. 

 Mr. Mark Lashof (Instrumental Music) will be leaving NCCS at the end of the year.  He and his wife are mov-

ing to Pennsylvania.  Please pray for him and that the Lord brings someone willing and able to continue and 

enhance our instrumental music program. 

Our NCCS Alumni are on the move!-  Wesley Thompson (class of 2012)- has been 

offered a 8-10 week position during the summer in Pensacola, Fl with the Judge Advocate 

General Corps in the Navy.   Abby Bloom- (class of 2013)- Is in Nuneaton, England 

taking working with a group called Youth With a Mission.  She is currently in a Discipleship 

Bible School program and just returned from a 10 week mission trip to South America 

Science Fair– 2017 


